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Columbia  Seminary  and  the 
Southwestern  Synods. 

The  article  in  the  Seminary  Bulletin  for  July,  1917,  on 
this  subject,  has  attracted  some  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  constituency  of  the  two  institutions  immediately  con- 
cerned. It  is  a  surprise,  however,  to  find  that  the  purpose 
and  taste  of  the  article  are  questioned  by  some  and,  in 
particular,  by  another  institution  which  would  like  to 
secure  the  same  affiliation  with  Clarksville  that  these 
Synods  formerly  enjoyed  and  seek  to  obtain  again. 

(1)  It  is  rather  absurd  to  intimate  that  this  article  in 
the  Bulletin  was  a  piece  of  injurious  and  public  agitation ; 
when  it  is  known  that  the  Bulletin  circulates  only  amongst 
the  ministers  of  the  Synods,  it  will  appear  that  this  charge 
cannot  be  sustained. 

(2)  The  article  was  addressed  to  the  University  Board 
and  its  Committee,  as  well  as  to  the  ministers  of  the 
Synods  and  could  have  been  no  reflection  upon  either,  nor 
did  it  contain  any  purpose  to  override  their  views  in  can- 
vassing this  subject.  It  was  thought  that  all  of  them 
would  like  all  the  light  possible. 

(3)  It  is  somewhat  presumptuous  for  another  institu- 
tion to  arrogate  to  itself  the  function  of  determining  what 
the  views  of  the  University  Board  and  Committee  should 
be,  what  the  policy  and  plan  of  the  Columbia  Seminary 
should  be  in  presenting  its  views  and  then  to  suggest  by 
contrast  the  superior  methods  followed  in  presenting  its 
case  by  this  contrasting  Seminary.  It  savors  of  Kaiserism 
to  condemn  Columbia  Seminary  for  doing  something 
which  the  criticizing  Seminary  at  once  proceeds  itself 
to  do  in  issuing  its  own  circular  to  the  Synods. 

Columbia's  claims  rest  on  the  following  grounds,  in 
part: 

(1)  Historically  and  genetically  the  Synods  sustaining 
Columbia  and  sustaining  the  Divinity  School  are  of  the 
same  type  and  were  formerly  combined  in  their  Theo- 


logical  work,  with  the  exception  of  Tennessee.  There 
would  be  no  danger  of  controversy  or  disharmony  in  con- 
ducting the  delicate  interests  of  a  Theological  institution 
by  these  Synods,  which  are  so  closely  agreed. 

(2)  The  Columbia  Seminary  is  owned  exclusively  by  the 
Southern  Presbyterian  Church  and  has,  therefore,  a  sin- 
gle standard  of  doctrine  and  ecclesiastics ;  and  in  assign- 
ing directors  to  the  Southwestern  Synods,  it  would  not 
have  to  divide  a  fraction  of  a  half,  but  would  give  pro- 
portionate representation  in  the  ownership  and  control 
of  the  whole.  A  single  standard  is  better  than  a  double 
standard  and  a  part  of  the  whole,  superior  to  a  moiety 
of  a  half. 

(3)  Columbia  is  in  excellent  condition,  financially.  It 
was  offered,  several  years  ago,  $250,000  for  its  plant,  not 
including,  of  course,  its  invaluable  and  unparalleled 
library.  It  has  a  permanent  endowment  of  $275,000, 
yielding  an  income  of  $17,000  a  year.  It  has,  in  addition, 
an  income  from  temporary  endowments  or  subscriptions 
of  over  $5,000  a  year.  It  has  never  had  a  deficit  and  is 
conducted  on  the  principle  of  incurring  none.  It  has  no 
debts  of  any  kind.  It  has  every  prospect  of  large  increase 
in  its  endowments  in  the  near  future,  as  plans  for  secur- 
ing such  endowments  are  being  prosecuted. 

(4)  Columbia  Seminary  has  had  a  great  history  with 
as  renowned  names  in  its  Faculty  as  Presbyterianism  in 
America  can  claim.  It  has  sent  out  1,200  men  into  the 
ministry.  It  now  has  a  larger  Faculty  and  student  body, 
a  more  extensive  curriculum  and  a  stronger  hold  on  its 
constituency  than  ever  before  and  the  Southwestern 
Synods  are  invited  to  enter  into  a  noble  heritage  and  an 
assured  and  certain  future. 

The  Seminary  Opening-. 

The  Seminary  opened  on  September  19th  with  44  stu- 
dents on  the  ground,  which  indicates  the  probable  attend- 
ance of  65.  These  students  come  from  the  following 
States   and    Synods:    North    Carolina,    South    Carolina, 


Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Louisiana  and 
Texas,  indicating  that  the  range  of  the  Seminary  attrac- 
tion is  increasing. 

This  is  the  largest  opening  the  Seminary  has  ever  had 
during  its  history  of  ninety  years. 

The  opening  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
McPheeters  upon  the  subject  of  "Organic  Union."  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  professor  discussed  this  practical 
and  commanding  issue  in  his  usual  lucid  and  impressive 
manner. 

After  the  address  a  large  number  of  students  were 
matriculated. 

The  representation  from  the  Divinity  School  of  Clarks- 
ville,  which  was  closed  by  its  Board  last  May,  is  quite 
large  and  it  is  believed  that  the  students  of  the  South- 
western Synods  will  desire  to  come  to  Columbia. 

The  location  of  the  camp  in  Columbia  with  50,000  sol- 
diers increases  greatly  the  chances  of  work  on  the  part  of 
the  students  and  large  numbers  of  them  will  be  busy  in 
various  forms  of  service  for  these  men.  The  camp  is  so 
conveniently  located  that  students  can  be  employed  as 
teachers,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretaries,  in  preaching  also  and  in 
various  other  ways. 

Vacation  Activities  of  Professors 
and  Students, 

The  Rev.  Dr.  McPheeters  spent  the  early  part  of  the 
summer  in  securing  subscriptions  ^or  the  Hebrew  Instruc- 
torship  and  was  so  successful  that  an  instructor  will  be 
employed  this  year,  taking  the  junior  class  and  thus 
relieving  the  Seminary  professor  for  literary  work  which 
his  friends  are  so  desirous  for  him  to  do.  The  latter  part 
of  the  summer  Dr.  McPheeters  spent  at  his  home  in 
Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Reed,  after  preaching  several  Sundays  in 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  spent  most  of  the  summer  in  Colum- 
bia, but  has  been  busy  in  preaching  and  speaking  in 
various  parts  of  the  Church,  during  the  whole  summer. 


He  is  always  busy  with  his  pen  as  editor  of  the  Presby- 
terian Standard  and,  as  usual,  his  literary  product  has 
been  quite  large. 

Dr.  H.  A.  White  is  busy,  as  usual,  in  preparing  another 
book  for  publication,  the  title  of  which  will  be  announced 
in  due  time.  He  spent  a  large  part  of  the  summer  at  the 
former  home  of  his  wife  in  Gloucester  County,  Virginia. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Reavis  spoke  at  several  summer  assemblies 
and,  in  addition,  held  evangelistic  meetings  in  various 
parts  of  the  South. 

Prof.  E.  D.  Kerr,  after  a  vacation  at  Blue  Ridge,  spent 
the  summer  in  supplying  the  Church  at  Newberry,  S.  C. 

Prof.  Fullbright  was  busy  teaching  elocution  and  giving 
recitals  in  the  far  Southwest. 

The  President  of  the  Seminary,  Dr.  Whaling,  delivered 
eight  or  ten  addresses  at  Montreat  and  preached  nearly 
every  Sabbath.  He  spent  the  most  of  the  summer  at  his 
office  in  Columbia  attending  to  duties  of  his  office. 

The  students  of  the  Seminary,  without  exception,  had 
work  at  which  they  have  been  employed,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Middle  Class  (Now  the  Senior  Class) 

P.  W.  DuBose,  preaching  at  Denmark,  Bamberg,  Barn- 
well and  Blackville,  S.  C. 

G.  L.  Davis,  preaching  at  Woodrow  Memorial,  Colum- 
bia, S.  C. 

A.  N.  Littlejohn  preached  Santuc  and  Carlisle,  S.  C. 

W.  E.  Davis  preached  Churchville,  Va. 

J.  W.  Brown  preached  Mitchell,  Va. 

E.  S.  Brown  preached  Etowah,  Tenn. 

W.  A.  Downing  preached  Eastover  and  Hopkins,  S.  C. 

Daniel  Iverson  preached  St.  Matthews,  S.  C. 

P.  D.  Patrick  preached  Pelzer,  S.  C. 

W.  H.  Johnson  preached  Society  Hill,  S.  C. 

J.  C.  Blackburn  preached  Hampton,  S.  C. 

J.  D.  Gillespie  preached  Ringo,  Ga. 


D.  A.  Swicord  preached  Claussen,  S.  C. 
J.  0.  Van  Meter  preached  Columbia,  S.  C. 
R.  B.  Gardien  preached  Atlanta,  Ga. 

H.  M.  Bailey  preached  Cairo,  Ga. 

A.  C.  Ingram  preached  Brookhaven,  Miss. 

E.  Zimmerman,  studying  in  New  York,  N.  Y. 
J.  H.  Smith  preached  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

A.  P.  Toomer,  preaching  Campobello,  S.  C. 
J.  Gardner,  preaching  Birmingham,  Ala. 
W.  G.  Hairy,  preaching  Manchester,  Ga. 

C.  M.  Gibbs,  preaching  Danielsville,  Ga. 

Members  of  the  Junior  Class  (Now  the  Middle  Class) 

H.  W.  Beall,  supply  work  at  Milledgeville,  Ga. 

A.  H.  Key,  Center,  Chestnut  Mt.  and  Bethaven. 

L.  D.  King,  supply  for  Covington  and  Stone  Mountain. 

J.  R.  McGregor,  supply  for  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Irby  D.  Terrell,  supply  for  Saluda,  N.  C. 

F.  J.  Hay,  Jr.,  supply  for  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
L.  K.  Martin,  supply  for  Florence,  S.  C. 

D.  A.  Miller,  supply  at  Smyrna,  Ga. 
Iverson  Graham,  Clinton,  S.  C. 

A.  H.  Miller,  supply  work  on  Atlanta  Presbytery. 
J.  R.  Offield,  supply  work  at  Emmet,  Tenn. 
A.  P.  Toomer,  supply  work  at  Pageland,  S.  C. 

One  of  the  advantages  that  a  Columbia  Seminary  stu- 
dent enjoys  is  that  his  labors  are  sought  for  all  over  the 
whole  Church  during  the  summer  vacation. 

The  Needs  of  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  unparelleled  growth  of  this  institution  during  the 
last  few  years  produces  a  situation  which  calls  for  large 
beneficence  on  the  part  of  the  constituent  Synods.  When 
the  institution  had  fifteen  or  twenty  students  its  endow- 
ment availed  for  its  support,  but  with  seveny  students,  it 
must  appeal  for  aid. 
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Its  plea  is  one,  however,  that  cannot  be  turned  down 
because  those  who  have  the  money  are  given  the  heart  to 
aid  the  young  men  who  give  their  lives  to  the  service  of 
the  Church.  Benevolent  people  who  really  recognize 
themselves  as  God's  stewards  must  heed  the  claim  made 
for  those  who  wish  to  work  for  God  and  His  Kingdom. 

The  appeal  here  is  for  fifty  selected,  gifted  and  conse- 
crated young  men  who  are  willing  to  prepare  for  this 
work  and  the  Lord's  money  must  get  back  of  the  Lord's 
workers. 

Aid  for  the  Student  Fund  is  the  imperative  need  of  the 
situation  at  Columbia  Seminary. 

The  Campaign  for  Educational 
Endowments. 

The  campaign  for  the  endowment  of  Presbyterian 
Educational  Institutions  in  South  Carolina  has  been  in 
progress  for  about  six  years.  For  the  last  six  months, 
Dr.  Thornton  Whaling  has  served  as  Chairman  of  a  sub- 
committee prosecuting  this  work  and  associated  with  him 
on  this  committee  have  been  Drs.  Douglas  and  Byrd. 

Dr.  Whaling  has  just  resigned  the  chairmanship  for 
the  reason  that  pressing  duties  connected  with  the  grow- 
ing Theological  Seminary  and  other  work  that  has  been 
placed  upon  him  for  the  whole  Church  leave  him  no  time 
for  this  service  and  besides,  it  is  his  belief  that  the  time 
has  come  for  new  plans,  on  the  part  of  the  Synod  for  its 
institutions.  The  money  spent  in  conducting  this  cam- 
paign now  ought  to  secure  far  larger  returns  on  more 
aggressive  and  constructive  plans,  which  would  embrace 
the  whole  constituency  of  the  Synods  and  not  simply  those 
who  subscribed  to  a  former  endowment  campaign  and 
have  doubtless  for  good  reasons,  in  many  cases,  failed  to 
pay. 


